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Tk grand point in conteſt between the 
Conference and the Truſtees of Dewſ- 
bury, is, and has been from the beginning, 
„Whether the Truſtees ought to have power, 
zy themſelves, and of their own-authority alone, 


© to reject any preacher ſent to them by the 


«© Conference, or not?” The Truſtees de- 
clare that this privilege has been demanded by 


them from the beginning, and has been granted 
them by Mr. Weſley ; and that it ought to be 
granted them in juſtice, "Theſe are the two 


i grand hinges on which the argument turns: let 


us then examine them in the ſpirit of candour, 
and in the fear of the Lord. 


The firſt point to be inquired into, is, Whe⸗ 
ther this privilege has been demanded by the 


Truſtees from the beginning, and granted to 


them by Mr. Weſley, or not? 
When the building of the preaching- houſe 


was in contemplation, that eminently uſeful and 


| 8 man Mr. Valton was the afſ- 


A 2 A ſiſtant 


— :: — 


| <4) 5 
fiſtant of the Dewſbury Circuit. And the 
tranſactions which paſſed in this infancy of the 
buſineſs, I will give in Mr. Valton's own 
words, from a manuſcript of his own, which 
J have now before me: „„ 
„When a new houſe was propoſed to be 
4 built at Dewſhury, by the advice of Mr. 
„ Heald and the other Truſtees, I utterly re- 
< fuſed taking any ſtep towards it, unleſs they 
, would conſent that it ſhould be ſettled accord- 
Le ing to the Conference Plan. After conſult- 
& ing together upon the ſubject, it was agreed, 
c that Mr. Weſley ſhould be requeſted to al- 
_ © low two or three trivial alterations in the 
« Conference Deed. Accordingly a letter was 
% wrote by Mr. Heald to Mr. Atlay, requeſt- 
„ ing him to uſe his influence with Mr, Weſ⸗ 
ey to obtain that conceſſion. Mr. Weſley 
1 acceded to their propoſals; and Mr. Heald 


& received advice of the ſame by a letter from 


„Mr. Atlay. Having received this intelligence 
from Mr. Heald, 1 then preached a ſermon 
preparatory to my going about to ſolicit ſub- 
ſeriptions. After ſermon, I took down the 
names of ſeveral who ſubſcribed very hand- 
ſomely towards a new houſe. After this 1 
ſpent near two days in going about Hanging 
Heaton, Chidſit, and Earls Heaton, to col- 


gave us favour in the eyes of the people, and 
we found them indeed moſt cheerful contri- 
butors. After this we had a difficulty ſtarted | 
concerning a proper place to build the houſe © 
e upon. One place ſeemed moſt ſuitable, but 
& we feared that the church-bells wean ee an 
55 ᷣ 1 inter- 
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interruption to us. Objections were ao 


made to the other place. I then propoſed 
eu that three or four of us ſhould go to prayer, 


and intreat the Lord to direct us, by a lot, 
which place we ſhould fix upon. Accord- 
ingly this was done, and a general ſatisfaction 


appeared in every countenance. Prepara- 


tions were then made for the execution of this 
gracious deſign, The foundation was laid; 


and I preached upon the ſpot to a ſerious con- 


gregation. All this was done upon a full 


and general conviction and conſent, that the 


houſe was to be ſettled on the Conference 
Plan, excepting the trivial alterations con- 


ſented to by Mr. Weſley. However, as I 


was removed ſoon after; and being, as I 


ſuppoſed, ſecure as to a proper deed, from 


the words of ſuch pious and reſpectable cha- 
racters, I took no more thought about it, 
but left the accompliſhment of: dit to mz 


worthy ſucceſſor, Mr. Broadbent. That it 


was the plain, manifeſt ſenſe and meaning of 


Mr. Heald, and the Truſtees that attended 
our meeting, that the houſe ſhould be ſo 
ſettled, I aver before God the Judge of all 


men. LI appeal to Mr. Brown, the preacher: 
I appeal to the conſciences of Mr, Heald, 


Mr. Bennet, and James Blackburn, eſpe⸗ 


„ cially! And, above all, I appeal to the Moſt 


High God, Who will ſoon fit in judgment on 
our ſouls, for the truth of what I have ad- 
vanced ; and if my oath will be more weighty 
than my word, I will at any time confirm 
this declaration before a magiſtrate, As I 


© have * the truth, ſo help me God. 


„% Toan VALTON.” 
FC The 
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ue principal queſtion is, Whether the al- 


terations mentioned in Mr. Valton's memorial 


include a power inveſted in the Truſtees to re- 
ject a preacher on their own judgment and de- 
termination alone, or not? This will be cleared 
up by Mr. John Atlay's letter to Mr. Heald, 


which is referred to in the memorial; a copy of 


which now lies on my table, and is as follows: 
ä— ̃ ̃ | 
AE -. 0 Loh, Feb. 24, 17b4. 

6c My dear Sir, i | : | | 
© J have this morning been with Mr. 


E Weſley, and have laid your letter before 


c him; he is not only willing, but defires, it 


may be inferted in your deed, that if ever the 


&« Conference, or preacher, or preachers, ap- 
& pointed by Conference, refuſe or negleckł to 
& provide a preacher for your chapel for three 


* or four Sundays, then the Truſtees fhall : 


© have it in their own power to call one whom 
« they pleaſe, and the power of nomination 
&« ſhall be theirs in future. N | 


4 Tf wo preacher appointed to ſerve your 


de chapel ſhould be proved guilty of immorality, 


«© the Truſtees ſhall have a power to reject 
c him; and if the Conference does not ſend 
* another to nll up his place, you fhall have a 
© power to call one to do it. | 


| | cc Jokx ArLAV.“ 
« Tf any preacher appointed to ſerve your 


„ chapel ſhould be proved guilty of immorality.“ 


Obferve, firſt, the whole power of rejection is 
confined to zmmorality, But, ſecondly, who 


are to prove him guilty? Has not every man, 


when accuſed, a right to an impartial trial? 


And can the trial be impartial, when the ſame 
1 N x mY | | 


perſons 


Ly 


— 22 3 _—y 


„ 


perſons are accuſers, jury, judges, and exec" 


tioners? Can any proceſs be more abſurd, more 
Inconſiſtent with the eſſence of juſtice, than this? 
And can it be ſuppoſed that it could ever enter 

into the mind of ſo wiſe a man as Mr. Weſley, 

to accede to a propoſal ſo contrary to every idea 
of law and equity? But I have been informed, 
by good authority, that in a ſubſequent letter of 


Mr. Weſley's to the Truſtees of Dewſbury, he 
declares who are to be the judges, obſerving in 


an interlineation that the preacher muſt be tried 
before aſſiſtant-preachers, meaning preachers who 
aſſiſt him in the ſuperintendency of the circuits, 
But the copy of this letter has been loſt. | 


However, Mr. Weſley's letter to Mr. Heald, 


dated the 3oth of July 1788 (or within a few 


days, more or leſs, of that time), demonſtrates 
in the cleareſt manner, that he did not from the 
firſt to the laſt change his ſentiments, but was 


clearly of opinion that the preachers ought not 
do be judged by the Truſtees, but by the Con- 


ference, or (in the intervals of Conference) by 
the neighbouring aſſiſtants © © 
But you may object, did not Mr. Weſley 


expreſsly give up the point, when he wrote by 


Mr. A. and in Mr. A.'s letter, to the Truſtees 


during the Conference? If the letter were con- 
| fidered without any of the attendant'.circum- 


ſtances, I grant this would really have been the 
caſe: but Mr. Weſley declared in a very ſolemn 

manner in the public Conference, © that his ſens | 
timent was not altered, that he had not taken the 
letter in the ſenſe Mr. A. deſigned he ſhould, 


and that Mr. A. had drawn him into the ſign- 1 


ing of that letter, by taking advantage of the 
„%% ͤ hurry 


* }- 


* 


hurry of buſineſs in which he was engaged 


during the Conference.“ "Theſe words, or words 


exactly to the ſame purport, did Mr. Weſley 
ſolemaly uſe in the public Conference. And no 
perſon who is thus draton in, is obliged to com- 
ply with any of the conſequences which ſuch 


treatment has brought upon him. Indeed Mr. 
A. has acted in ſuch a manner, that I have no 


doubt but his conduct alone has occaſioned all 
the evils which are or may be produced by 


the unhappy diſputes which have ariſen in 
Dewſbury... » 
But 1 now haſten, in the ſecond place, to 
conſider the merits of the cauſe, as it ſtands re- 


| lated to juſtice and equity. And I am bold to 


advance, that whatever engagements, - nego- 
ciations, or agreements, might be pleaded (if 
any ſuch exiſted) on one fide of the queſtion— 
if juſtice and equity declared for the other, 
chriſtianity and morality muſt be quite out of 
the queſtion, if the latter did not prevail on a 
clear and full inveſtigation of the ſubject, | 

Let us, then, again reſume the conſideration 
of that important hinge, on which the argument 


chiefly turns— * Is it equitable, in this or any 


caſe of a judicial nature, that the ſame perſons 


ſhould be accuſers, jury, judges, and execu- 
tioners?“ For this is the very power which the 
Truſtees require, _—_ | 


I have peruſed books on the laws of nations, 


on the civil and municipal laws of various coun- 


tries, on the eccleſiaſtical laws of various 


Churches, but never met with a ſingle inſtance. 
of ſuch barefaced tyranny and injuſtice as this 
requiſition implies ; except in the hiſtories of 


the | 


T&F 
| the Popiſh Inquiſition. And can. the God of 
Juſtice require ſubmiſſion to ſuch. a demand? 
Or has any man upon earth a juſt authority to 
oblige any other man, or ſet of men, to ſubmit 
to ſuch tyranny? Is it poſſible that there can be 


many in this tolerating, improved age, who, on 
a full view of the ſubject, will juſtify any at- 


- tempt. that can be made to eſtabliſh ſuch a law? 


But I forbear, and proceed to a ſecond argue 
ment, viz. the dreadful conſequences which 


would neceſſarily enſue from the eſtabliſhment 


of ſuch a rule in reſpect to the cauſe of re- 
_  Rgione-- ; 

1. It would entirely cut the ſinews of Chriſt- 
jan diſcipline. What aſſiſtant would dare to 
exerciſe ſtrict diſcipline towards thoſe Truſtees 
(or their friends), who had full power to expel 


bim in an inſtant, and perhaps caſt a blot on his 
character as long as he lived? Or if the aſſiſt⸗ 


ant had fortitude ſufficient to be faithful, how 
dreadful might be the conſequences ? He migbt | 
immediately be deprived of the opportunity of 
exerciſing the diſpenſation of the Goſpel com- 
mitted to him, till a proper vacancy happened 
in the connection. And how grievous: to a2 
Chriſtian miniſter the loſs of even a month 
of his ſhort life would be, is known only to thoſe 


who burn for the ſalvation of ſouls ; not to enu- 


merate the many temporal inconveniences attend« 
ant on his ſudden expulſion, both-t to himſelf and 
his family (if he had one), 

2. His doctrines, if there be any Ae 
either at preſent or hereafter, through change 
of ſentiment, between him and the Truſtees, 


muſt be ſquared according to their views z ory 
| from 


— 


1e 
from the nature of man, the ſame painful con- 
ſequences which are enumerated above, would 
neceffarily enſue. | 
But, 3. what proves to a demonſtration that 
the Truſtees themſelves are ſenſible of the in- 
Juſtice of their own proceedings, is the offen 
which Mr. A. has declared, in my own hear- 
ing, the Truſtees of Dewſbury have made him, 
biz. That he ſhall have any ſecurity he is 
e pleaſed to deſire, both in reſpect to his falary 


“ and his continuapce among them.“ This 


Mr. A. has declared, not only in my hearing, 


but in the hearing of Dave of the moſt reſpect- 


able characters that are now among the Me- 
| thodiſts in London; who, if neceſſary, might. 
be produced. The Conference wants nothing 
more than the Truſtees have offered Mr. A.; 
Nay, only half as much. They deſire no ſecu- 
rity in reſpect to ſalary; they only want to be 
legally aſſured, that che preachers they ſend 
"ſhall not be expelled by the Truſtees, without 
being firſt proved guilty by proper judges; but 
not by thoſe who would be accuſers, jury, 
Judges, and executioners—the moſt improper 
- Judges under Heaven. But Jet us look a little 
cloſer into the conduct of Mr. A, 
For upwards of twenty years, he has been 
ſerving God, by endeavouring, in his ſphere of 
action, to unite God to man, and men to men; 
and now, for the little remainder of his ſtate of 
probation, he is going to draw forth the cloven 
foot, and.with Satan to divide to the utmoſt 
reach of his influence. 8 
But he has promiſed the Truſtees of Dewſ- 
* bury to go.” And if I promiſed to ara 
| 5 ought 


ought 1 to murder? If I I promiſe to do that 
which is contrary to juſtice, brotherly love, and' 
every tender tie which ſhould bind man to God, 
aaäläand man to man, am I obliged to fulfil it? In- 
 'gdeed I ought to weep before Gyd for ſo raſh, ſo 
LEO criminal a *promiſgg but canndt be obliged to 
fulfil an engagement which militates againſt 
"wy thing that is good. 
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| 4. who are leavening, with aſtoniſhing rapidity, 


£6 


« knowledge of the Son of God.”? 


| theſe kingdoms with the Spirit of the Goſpel 


and to the left, and who are-calling in the 


n 


O that the God of mercy may blaſt all the 
deſigns of Ahitophel, and bring all his coun- 
ſels to nought: yea, that he may bind the 
firſt author of this evil, the Devil, and ſay to 
him, thus far fhalt thou go, and no farther< 
That he may keep united, in one compact 
body, that faithful Company of Preachers, 


who are breaking forth to the right hand 


heathen world, and haſtening the fulneſs of 
the Gentiles: May the God of all grace 
perfectly unite them, and keep them united, 
by the cords of divine love and affeRion, 

till they have borne a teſtimony for Jeſus in 

every corner of this benighted earth, and 
brought all the world to the unity of the 


80 ne moſt Ys 


Lonpon, 


Sept. 55 1788, | y | . 
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